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Headteacher Newsletter - October 2020 

 

COVID-19 Update 
We continue to review our COVID-19 risk assessment in line with new guidance and local 

risk levels. Unfortunately, this continues to impact on our events diary and therefore the 

annual firework display has had to be cancelled and we are also currently looking into how 

we offer Christmas events safely within bubbles.  

 

From the end of this week we will have a Remote Learning Policy in place which will be 

implemented should the local risk level rise above medium and/or we are forced to go into 

local lockdown procedures.  

 

To date, we have not had any positive cases among our staff or pupils/students, but I must 

remind parents/carers to not send their child into school if they have any of the main 

symptoms of coronavirus, namely; 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 

more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than 
usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

I appreciate that at this time of year, many children will suffer from seasonal colds or 

coughs, however we will always err on the side of caution and, should any child present with 

1 or more of the symptoms above, we will send them home. In this case, we ask that the 

child self isolates for 10 days or, preferably, has a COVID test. Should a child be asked to 

self-isolate due to being symptomatic, it is important that all household members also self-

isolate for 14 days, or until the child has a negative test result. Once the child has a negative 

test result, they are free to return to school, unless told otherwise, and household members 

can return to their normal daily routines.  

 

Aside from COVID symptoms, please remember that any child who has sickness or diarrhoea 

should be kept away from school for 48 hours from the last period of illness.         

 
Details from Public Health England about infectious diseases and exclusion periods can be 
found on the school website or through the following link:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-
childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/chapter-9-managing-specific-infectious-diseases


 

2 
 

 

Arrangements for the Beginning and End of the School Day 
Due to continued prevalence of COVID, we will not be making any changes to the beginning 

and end of the school day. Can I please remind all parents/carers driving their children to 

school that they should not leave their vehicle unless they are assisting their child in or out 

of their car.  

 

Start of the school day; 

 Minibuses arrive at 8:30am  

 Parents/carers who drive to arrive at 8:40am  

 Parents/carers who walk to arrive at 8:45am 

 

End of the school day;  

 Parents/Carers who drive to arrive at 2:30pm 

 Parents/Carers who walk to arrive at 2:35pm  

 Minibuses arrive at 2:45pm 

 

Arrangements for Pupils Attending First Leap Nursery 

Start of the session 

Parents/carers of First Leap Nursery pupils should arrive no earlier than 9am (morning 

session) or 12:40pm (afternoon session). They should wait at the First Leap Nursery 

entrance gate, ensuring they use the yellow lines to distance themselves from others.  

 

End of the Session 

Parents/carers of First Leap Nursery pupils should arrive at school at 11:50am (morning 

session) or 3:30pm (afternoon session) to collect their child.  

 

 

I would like to thank all parents/carers for their efforts in ensuring that the beginning and 

end of the school day runs smoothly. We had anticipated this operation being the most 

challenging part of our COVID secure measures, however on the whole, these procedures 

are working well.   
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Kent Literacy Award  
Nikki Gray, our Communication and Literacy Lead, nominated our 
Explorer Pathway Teachers:  Andy Tuffs, Grace Barker and Stephanie 
Park, for a Kent Literacy Award for the Sensory Explorer Sessions that 
were, prior to COVID restrictions, run for some pupils in the school 
hall.  These sessions provided many sensory experiences, each with a 
different theme which led to increased levels of engagement and 
shared experiences.  
I am really pleased to announce that the nomination led to the school 
winning the award for "Best Initiative to Encourage Speaking and Listening Skills".  
 
Unfortunately, there won't be a special presentation this year due to the pandemic, 
however we will be invited to the virtual awards ceremony later in the year. 
 
Congratulations! 

 

 

The Balanced System  

 

The Balanced System® framework was devised to 

provide a practical, holistic solution to the challenge of 

meeting the needs of children and young people with 

speech, language and communication needs (SLCN). 

 

Foreland Fields School has proved once again that it 

provides an effective service for pupils with 

communication difficulties by being accredited with the 

Balanced System Scheme for Schools for the third time. 

 

Huge thanks, and congratulations, to Nikki Gray for 

leading on this. 

 

 

 

Staff Training Day 
Please remember that Monday 2nd November is a Staff Training Day and school will 

therefore be closed to all pupils and students. The first day of Term 2 for pupils and students 

is Tuesday 3rd November 2020.  
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards  

Our intrepid travellers once again took part in hiking across Kent as part of 

the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Key Stage 4 and 5 students have taken part 

in two hikes this term:  one at Kearsney Abbey and the other at 

Betteshanger Park. Each expedition consisted of 9 miles a day over 2 

days, with Silver awarders completing 3 days of hiking.  

The students and staff have endured rain, wind and worst of all hills (as 

one student announced “I hate hills”). Due to the pandemic they were 

not allowed to camp overnight but still at the end of a long hike, pitched 

their tents and cooked food.  

Our Bronze Award students successfully completed the hike and the overall award  

on Wednesday, and our Silver group should be completing their challenge within the next few days. 

We are so proud of the students and special thanks to Suzanne, Katrina, Lexy, Darren, Michelle and 

Vanessa for their dedication and support to the students achieving this award.  

 

 

School Uniform 
Could I please ask parents to ensure that their child attends school in 
full uniform. We fully appreciate that some children will only tolerate 
jogging bottoms or shorts or require other variations, which we are 
always happy to accommodate, however other than our 6th Form or 
First Leap Nursery pupils, all others should be wearing school 
uniform.  

Please ensure that all clothing is clearly marked.  

 

Uniform can be purchased from the National Schoolwear Centre in 

Margate. We do have some items which have been donated to 

school, so if you need any items, or have any concerns about uniform, please speak to 

Sharon Bremner, our Family Liaison Officer.  

 

Pupil Events 
Despite the pandemic, we continue to make school life an enjoyable experience for all of 

our pupils – albeit in a different way. For example, we have virtual workshops booked to 

celebrate Diwali in November and all students are invited to dress up this Friday for 

Halloween and take part in craft activities We are also thinking about how we can celebrate 

Christmas within school. As more things are booked, we will be certain to let you know! 
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Christmas Jumper Day  
On Friday 18th December, we will be holding our Christmas 
Jumper Day where we will all be wearing our festive knitwear. 
We will be showing off our attire to classes across the school in 
our End of Term Assembly.   
 

 

 

News from our Funding Development Officer – Hilary Plowman 

Persimmon Homes Building Futures 
On Tuesday 6th October the winning charities were finally announced in the Persimmon Homes 

Building Futures campaign. 

Foreland Fields Charity had been chosen as a finalist from over 2000 charities that entered. We had 

been chosen to represent the South East in the ‘Education and Arts’ category and had entered the 

campaign to raise awareness and try and win one of the top cash prizes to help with costs towards 

our back Sports Field and Pavilion project. 

Public voting took place from the 28th July through to the 18th September to decide the overall 

winners. 

The winners were announced during a live virtual event hosted by Persimmon Homes and Team GB, 

who had backed the campaign.  

Although we were not one of the three overall winners we did receive a runner up prize of £5000 

which has been gratefully received. The winning charity in the ‘Education and Arts’ category was 

Ringsfield Hall Eco Activity centre. 

Thank you to everybody who continued to vote for our Charity during the public voting period - your 

support has been amazing. 

 

Amazon Smile 
Helping Foreland Fields raise funds has never been easier and won’t cost you a penny! 

If you shop on-line through Amazon why not switch to the Amazon Smile website instead? 

Every time you shop through the Amazon Smile website, Amazon will donate a percentage 

of the purchase price to the school with no further cost to you. 

With the Christmas on-line purchasing season upon us (!) it’s a fantastic way to raise funds. 

Since January this year we have already received £100 from Amazon Smile. Just go to: 

smile.amazon.co.uk website; sign-in as normal and choose Foreland Fields, charity number 1178764, 

as your charity to support.   

Please encourage family, friends etc. to shop via Smile too, or even ask your workplace - if they 

purchase goods through Amazon they can also use Smile to support the school and help raise money 

for charity. 

 

 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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Birthday Fundraisers 
Are you a Facebook user? Would you like to help raise vital funds to help support Foreland Fields 

students, especially at a time when we are not able to raise funds through fetes or events, at no cost 

to yourself? 

Foreland Fields is now recognised by Facebook as a registered charity. This allows Facebook users to 

create Birthday fundraisers for Foreland Fields School and raise small set amounts of cash. 

A Birthday Fundraiser can be set up a few weeks before your birthday – you will often get a prompt 

from Facebook asking if you would like to set one up. They are easy to create and you just need to 

state the charity you are raising funds for, and the amount you would like to raise, you can also add 

a narrative as to why you are raising funds for this charity.  

Once you have created your fundraiser it will appear on your Facebook page where it can be shared, 

and people can donate. Facebook will collect all donations on your behalf and pay them directly to 

the charity once the fundraiser has finished. No charges are taken by Facebook so the total amount 

raised is paid to the charity. 

Just think, if just one parent or carer for every student in the school set up a birthday fundraiser for 

£50 that would bring in a total of £11,000 over the year!  

 

If you would like to support Foreland Fields with our fundraising efforts, if you have your own 

fundraising ideas, or work for a business that can support Foreland Fields then please feel free to get 

in touch with Hilary on 01843 268992,  or email  fundraising@foreland.kent.sch.uk 

 

 

Dates for your Diary  
FIRST DAY OF TERM - Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

(Monday 2nd November 2020 is a Staff Training Day and the 

school will therefore be closed to all pupils and students). 

 
Last day of Term 2 - Friday 18th December 2020 @ 1.35pm 

 

 
 

I hope you all have a good, and healthy, October break and I look forward to seeing all 

pupils and students back on Tuesday 3rd November.   

 

mailto:fundraising@foreland.kent.sch.uk

